HONORS PROGRAM LEARNING ASSESSMENT 

Goals & Objectives 
______________________________________________________________________________

Introduction
The All College Honors Program provides a challenging education at Canisius for a select group of accomplished and highly motivated students. What is distinctive about the program is that it brings together students from every major to participate in an accelerated and enriched curriculum that offers an intensity, depth, and perspective that cannot usually be achieved in regular courses. A prime goal of the program is to stimulate these stellar students to become independent learners capable of advanced academic work, which achieves its fullest expression in a well-documented, well-developed, and well-written senior Honors thesis of their own design.
Because the senior thesis represents the culmination of the Honors experience and because every thesis is unique, the Honors Program has devised a set of summative (end-point) learning and behavioral goals and objectives that is based on the methodology of the thesis. 
The Honors four-point learning assessment plan fulfills the college’s expectations in 
(a) academic excellence, (b) communication, (d) critical thinking & problem solving, and 
(d) integrity.
	RESPONSIBILITY

	Honors students will demonstrate academic maturity

· Honors students will take the lead in researching and writing the thesis

· Honors students will incorporate suggestions made by the thesis adviser

· Honors students will meet thesis deadlines

	ANALYSIS

	Honors students will exhibit strong critical thinking skills

· Honors students will identify salient arguments in the literature

· Honors students will gather, select, and organize credible evidence in crafting the thesis

· Honors students will draw warranted conclusions from the evidence presented

· Honors students will generate new ideas based on their research

	WRITING

	Honors students will follow appropriate writing conventions

· Honors students will write the thesis in a clear and concise style

· Honors students will avoid most mechanical mistakes in writing the thesis

· Honors students will use an appropriate form of documentation in presenting the thesis

	VALUES

	Honors students will operate in an intellectually honest fashion

· Honors students will formally acknowledge all borrowed information and ideas in the thesis


